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Think back to your favorite lesson in school. Yes, you 
each can remember that science experiment, the 

book you fell in love with, the art project that was so 
you or the lesson that took you back into time.

Each of us can remember that class, the teacher and 
lesson. In fifth grade, we learned the 4 verses of the Canadian  
National Anthem. Mrs. Toole was a fabulous teacher and I know 
if I saw her today, I’d break out in song. The lesson was on  
Canadian history. It is imbedded in my mind. 

In this issue we share some of our favorite lessons from the 
teachers’ points of view. At SW we enjoy the creativity and 
imagination that teachers bring to their classroom. Students will 
retain and engage with those lessons that challenge their thought 
processes and enrich their lives.

Enjoy learning again through our “favorite lessons” of  
Sullivan West. 

Dr. Nancy M. Hackett

ElEmEntary nEws  
pages 2 - 5

HigH scHool nEws  
pages 6 - 11

For your inFormation  
page 12

a look @ swcsD 
page 12

Time To RegisTeR! 
Kindergarten & Pre-Kindergarten Registration for 2017-2018
Kindergarten registration/screening will be held at the SW Elementary campus on 

May 8th and 9th and prekindergarten screening will be held on May 15th and 16th. 
Please call Mrs. Flynn at 845-482-4610 ext. 2158 to make an appointment and  
provide this information:
• For kindergarten your child needs to be 5-years old by December 1, 2017
• For pre-kindergarten your child need to be 4-years old by September 5, 2017
• Child’s name
• Date of birth
• Parent/guardians names
• Mailing address
• Phone number
After the appointment is made, a packet of information will be mailed to you to complete and return at registration time.

From Dr. Hackett...
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Mrs. Lisa Hoffmann – Pre-K teacher
My favorite lesson to teach is one that we sing everyday-

Drawing Sounds - An Alphabet Song to Learn Letter Sounds. 
My son, Matthew and I wrote this song and recorded it with 
Matt on the vibraphone, my husband, Tim, on the drums, and 
my nephew, Mario, on the bass. I did the vocals. Picture cards 
go with the song showing each letter changing into a picture 
to reinforce its letter sound. For example: A changes into an 
apple. B changes into a bat and ball. 

“Letters are pictures of sounds.

 Draw pictures to make the sounds.

 Pictures - sounds

 Sounds of letters together making words to tell a story with 
pictures!

 Look at the letters and make their sounds.”

It’s magical and miraculous to see how the students acquire 
the skills to read through pictures and music. It’s just plain fun!

Mrs. Sedlack, Second Grade Teacher
I really enjoy teaching my 2nd graders about subject and 

predicate. Children this age tend to have difficulty with 
tattling. How’s this related you might ask? I explain to my 
students that the subject is who or what the sentence is about. 
In turn, the predicate tells what the subject is doing or what 
is happening to them. Therefore, the predicate is, in a sense, 
the “tattle-tale!” I then give out subjects and predicates to the 
students on sentence strips. They love when they finally get to 
“tattle” on their subject without getting in trouble for it.

Ms. Brey, Kindergarten Teacher
My favorite time of the year is celebrating the 100th day 

of school. The children in the elementary Pre-K through 1st 
Grade make counting to the 100th day part of their morning 
routine. As the time gets closer, I have 2 projects that I always 
do. The first is a math activity. We create a classroom t-shirt 
after we learn to count to 100 by 10’s. The children make 10 
groups of 10 pictures on the back of a shirt, and on the front 
I iron on a class photo. We wear them to celebrate the 100th 
day of school.

The second project is a writing activity. We read a book When 
Was Little, and brainstorm things we did when we were babies 
(keep in mind they are only 5 now). I have the parents send 
in a baby photo of their child. Then we read the story When 
I Am Old With You. We talk about what 100 years old would 
look like and be like. We brainstorm how we will be in 100 
years. Then I have them make a face that shows what they will 
look like when they are 100 years old. We put the two projects 
together and make a poster comparing the two stories. 

Denise Gabel, Kindergarten Teacher
One of my favorite lessons to teach is writing about a favorite 

weekend activity. Usually children in kindergarten and first 
grade like to talk about themselves and what they have done. 
We begin the lesson with a discussion of what the children and 
I did over the weekend. Then I model drawing a picture and 
writing a sentence to match my picture. The children help me 
sound out the words in the sentence. We talk about how to 
start a sentence, how to put spaces between our words, and 
how to end a sentence. Then the children decide on what 
they will write and share that with their turn and talk partners. 
Next the children write in their journals. At the end of the 

ElEmEntary nEws
FRom The elemenTaRy PRinciPal:

The Most Important Lesson I Have Ever Learned (…that we all would benefit from)

Dear Parents & Community Members,

As a young boy I grew up in a fam-
ily with five older brothers and one 
older sister. Being the “baby” my older 
brothers were always picking on me and 
pushing my buttons trying to get me to 
react. Often I did react and frequently 
the ways I reacted were inappropriate 
and got me in trouble. As my parents 
gave me consequences for my misbe-
haviors I would always complain and get 
upset. I remember one instance when I 
was about 7 years old and I was trying 
desperately to blame my brothers and 
their actions for the foolish thing I had 
done. However my parents loved me 
and they told me once again that I was 
responsible for my own actions regard-
less of what my brothers may have done. 
They told me they would take care of 
my brothers as well but I needed to stay 
out of trouble on my own. Being young 

I said honestly, “I don’t know how to do 
that.” It was that day my parents taught 
me something that has forever changed 
my life. In their wisdom they said I 
would never get myself in trouble and 
would always have a peaceful life if I 
learned one thing. I asked what that one 
thing was and they said that I needed to 
learn to do all that I do in a spirit of love. 
When I asked them what that meant or 
how I could do that they simply defined 
for me what love was. They said… Love 
is patient and kind; love does 
not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice at wrong-
doing, but rejoices 
with the truth. Love 
bears all things, 
believes all things, 
hopes all things, 

and endures all things. Love never gives 
up. What I realized that day was that ba-
sically love looked a lot like the opposite 
of what I want to do. I have, since that 
day, spent the better part of everyday of 
my life learning not to do what I want 
to do but instead do the right and loving 
thing. Both my parents are now gone 
and all of my siblings and their families 
are spread across the United States but 
the lesson of that day remains with me 
until today… and you know what… 
my parents were right. The pursuit of 
doing the opposite of what I want has 
led to me to be a grown man with a very 
peaceful life… and if you ask my wife 
Keri she will tell you I almost never get 
myself in trouble anymore! 

Rod McLaughlin
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lesson or later on in the day we share one or two journals. It’s 
amazing to see how much the children have learned over the 
year. They become more and more independent. I love to 
watch them grow as writers!

Sheila Schultz, Pre-K Teacher
Pre-K is the first step in our children’s academic careers. 

There are so many things taught at this age to prepare children 
for learning. Our students are taught their letters and numbers, 
how to write their names and what it means to count. How-
ever to me, one of the most important aspects that I teach 
my students is how to learn and how to socially interact with 
their peers. I teach my students how to talk to each other with 
respect and clarity for what they need. If a child is treated 
disrespectfully by another classmate, they are taught to tell 
the child what exactly they did and that they did not like it. 
The other child is taught to apologize and ask the person they 
offended if they are alright. Another social skill that is taught is 
how to ask for the things you want. If a child wants an object 
that another child has, he or she is taught to ask for it rather 
that grab it from the other child. Grabbing automatically leads 
to conflict. If the child who asked is told no, he or she then 
asks “Can I have it when you are done?” These are not the 
only social skills pre-k students learn, but they both avoid con-
flict which leads to a more productive learning environment 
and school experience. 

Lisa Smith, Second Grade Teacher
My favorite lessons to teach are social skill lessons. I love intro-

ducing the year with our Character Education Unit. I feel that 
this unit sets the tone for the entire year. We read many books 
that uniquely discuss things like: interrupting, tattling vs. telling, 
responsibility for your own actions and behaviors, and so on. 
One of my favorite authors to use during this unit is Julia Cook. 
She has a genuine way of getting kids to relate to and under-
stand real life issues through her very humorous stories. 

One of my favorite activities is when the students in my class 
share their character education (Bio Bags) bags. The beauty of 
this lesson is that the students get to know one another. They 
are all very unique in their own way, and they get to share 
with the class their interests, talents, hobbies, likes/dislikes and 
memories. Right off the bat, we are working on public speaking, 
which can be very difficult for young students. Often times they 
aren’t confident to speak in front of their peers and this activity 
helps them feel safe and comfortable in our classroom. 

Patti Roche, Second Grade Teacher
My favorite lessons are the everyday writing assignments.  For 

30 years my students have entertained and enlightened me 
with stories and adventures.  This year is no exception.  Teach-
ing writing as a means of communication as well as a form 
of expression goes beyond “fill in the bubble” tests.  It helps 
students release creativity and share a piece of themselves 
with the world around them. There is no way to evaluate the 
way writing can bring joy and peace to a person throughout 
their lifetime.

Kathy Tampone, Third Grade Teacher

I love teaching about the communities around the world, 
especially the countries I have been fortunate enough to visit.  
In addition to the nonfiction books we read in class, I have 
also found many great fictional stories from the countries that 
capture the students’ interest and imagination.  Once they are 
hooked by the fictional stories, the students are then excited 
to learn more about the country and write many notes in their 
Social Studies notebook.  They also enjoy when I bring in 
cookies for them to try that have been imported from some of 
the countries we have learned about.

Tracey Gorr, Second Grade Teacher
Some of my most memorable lessons are the ones that create 

a spark of creativity in my students. One of my all-time favorites 
is “Peeps Day,” which falls right before Spring Break each year. 

Peeps Day has the Common Core woven throughout, covering 
topics in reading, writing, math and science. The day starts with 
the students “adopting” a peep by choosing a colored egg. Once 
they have met their new Peep, they will name him/her and fill 
out an Official Adoption Certificate. They are now responsible for 
the proper care of their Peep for the remainder of the day.

During that day’s activities, students rotate through different 
academic centers. Students build a nest, spend time reading 
and building words with their Peep, gather information on its 
measurement and weight, write out directions for a babysit-
ter to properly care for their Peep, etc. Later in the day we 
include a small group STEM challenge that the students work 
through together to accomplish an engineering task. We use 
the scientific process to find out if Peeps can float, what hap-
pens when you freeze a Peep, and investigate whether or not 
you can dissolve a Peep.

I believe learning should be fun and more importantly we are 
building memories together!

Kelly Erlwein, AIS Math Teacher
Uncovering geometry in our everyday world has always been 

exciting for me, and I look forward to sharing these discoveries 
with our elementary students. For instance, we’ve all noticed 
the beautiful symmetry in butterflies and the perfect hexa-
gon some honeybees create—with no hands! When studying 
angles with fourth graders recently, they enjoyed the realiza-
tion that when measuring the angles of a sea star’s rays, the 
sum was 360 degrees. They then noticed that the underside 
of this animal has a central disk, and that their measurement 
matched the number of degrees in a circle. 

ElEmEntary nEws
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Have you ever noticed that the yellow-bellied sapsucker drills 

its holes in an array? Each column is nearly parallel with the 
others. Very young students are learning that an array helps 
with multiplication facts, and parallel lines can be found many 
places in nature.

From spider webs to seashells, our youngest students delight 
in making connections with math to their natural world. In ad-
dition to helping them with new vocabulary and concepts, it’s 
magical to watch them notice and appreciate the grand design 
of our world.

The FiRsT gRade Team
During Spring in first grade, the students and teachers love to 

be outside.  One of our favorite lessons is to teach Bicycle Safety.  
We bring all of the classes outside and demonstrate how to ride 
safely.  The teachers bring bikes, helmets and accessories to show 
how to ride properly. The students learn how to care for their 
bikes by tightening up loose bolts and screws, oiling them and 
making sure the bike is the right fit.  We then show and discuss 

how to wear a 
helmet.  This 
also needs to fit 
properly.  There 
are many other 
safety tips that 
pop up during 
the presentation 
as the students 
are very eager 
to share. We, as 
teachers, want 
our students to 
be safe, so this 
is done before 
Spring Break 
when children 
are starting 

to ride in the warmer 
weather.

This lesson also fits 
into our non-fiction 
reading and writing 
unit as many stu-
dents want to share 
how much fun they 
have on bicycles.

mRs. ellmaueR – Band
Preparing students to perform at the NYSSMA Solo Festival is 

one of my favorite times of the year. In each final lesson prior 
to the students’ solo performance, I run a mock exam for each 
soloist, scoring them as the adjudicator will in a serious setting. 
This is one of my favorite lessons to teach because I know that 
each student is at their peak performance level and I am ex-
cited to hear them play their very best. After I grade them and 
talk over the fine points of how I scored with them, I believe 
that each student is ready for the testing process, leaving my 
room filled with the confidence and excitement to perform 
well. The icing on the cake is seeing the smiles on their faces 
after they receive their NYSSMA scores from the state adjudica-
tors on NYSSMA Day!

mRs. aRmsTRong—gRade 4
Around the holidays, we all face the same dilemma—what 

gift should I give to my friends and family? I enjoy sharing the 
book, The Gift of Nothing by Patrick McDonnell, a warm and 
captivating tale of friendship. Mooch needs the perfect pres-
ent for his best friend, Earl, but what do you get the dog who 
has everything? Well, how about nothing. The only problem is, 
nothing is very hard to find in a world filled with somethings. 
So after much thinking, Mooch ends up giving Earl a box 
with nothing inside – “nothing but you and me.” My students 
learn the importance of giv-
ing yourself to your friends 
and family. It is a gift that 
costs nothing but is worth 
more than they realize. 
After a long discussion 
about all the ways we can 
give nothing, each of my 
students choose a special 
person to give the gift of 
nothing to. We all write a 
special note to one of the 
special people in our lives. 
Then we “gift wrap” our 
words to make our gifts ex-
tra special. Over the years, some of my students have presented 
me with some very special gifts of nothing. I will hold these 
memories in my heart forever. Reading The Gift of Nothing 
really teaches the students a big something.

The FiFTh gRade Team
Trout Day is a fun day for everyone.  Many community groups 

such as the Jeff Bank, the Upper Delaware Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, folk singer Ira McIntosh, and the National Park 
Service help make this day a huge success.  We are also lucky 
to have many volunteers and community members come lend 
a hand. 

Each year, every academic area adds something to Trout Day.  
In ELA, students write poems and stories. In math and science, 
students make cubes that show the trout life cycle while learn-
ing to measure and estimate. Students also help with maintain-
ing the integrity and livelihood of the trout tanks beginning in 
October when the trout eggs arrive. 
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On Trout Day, Mr. McIntosh gets us in the spirit of the day as 

we sing along with him to a variety of trout songs. Commemo-
rative photos are taken at a very special photo booth, with 
students donning the trout hats they’ve made in art class and 
the T-shirts they each received.  

Finally, our physical education teachers help end the day on a 
high note with a “Swim Upstream” race in the gym. It is a day 
the students never forget!

sTill aT iT…
Evan Herbert, an eighth grader, joined a crusade back in 2009 

to help cancer patients and has been a shavee ever since. 

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation describes itself as “a volunteer-
driven charity committed to funding the most promising 
research to find cures for childhood cancers and give survivor’s 
long, healthy lives.”

Evan liked the feeling of giving to kids who are fighting 
cancer. Since 2014, Evan has run his own event in Jefferson-
ville during their St. Patrick’s Day parade. This year, Evan was 

honored to be chosen as the Grand Marshall of the parade. 
Joining Evan in his crusade was a group of Sullivan West stu-
dents, Dylan Scardefield, George Hubbert, Andrew Frieden-
stein, Hayden Nicosia, Matthew Rutledge, Ryan Mace, James 
McElroy, Jake Nystrom, and Zach Keebler. Together they raised 
over $9,264. 

The St. Baldrick’s event will continue annually. Hopefully 
cancer will someday be a disease of the past.

FoR The dogs
For the past three years, Elanie Herbert, a current sixth 

grader, has been giving up her birthday gifts. Instead, she asks 
that her friends and family make donations to Carrie’s Rescue, 
an organization that helps dogs and cats. Carrie Endress, an 
employee at Youngsville Veterinary Clinic, runs the rescue. She 
uses the monetary donations to buy food, toys, and blankets 
for the animals. 

Elanie enjoys spending time helping animals and in her spare 
time, she rides horses and plays a variety of sports. Elanie is 
just another example of a great kid making a huge difference.
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a message FRom The high school PRinciPal

Parents and Community 
Members,

Finally, the snow has started 
to melt and temperatures 
are beginning to rise. Spring 
sports practices have begun 
and the excitement of the 
successful musical and Color 
Wars is waning. However, 
our students and teachers 
continue to work diligently 
to end the year well, for final 
exams and Regents are ap-
proaching quickly. 

At Sullivan West learning 
is not relegated to the class-
room; our teachers create life 
experiences for our students, 
bringing a deeper understand-
ing of the topic. 

Our Anatomy/Physiology 
class, led by Mr. Ellmauer, 
planned for students to 
experience living life with a 
disability. Some students were 
confined to a wheelchair, 
while other navigated the 
building, with assistance, with 
sight issues. By doing this, 
our students could feel, for a 
short time, what others feel 

for a lifetime. Mr. Ellmauer 
traveled to Gettysburg with 
the same class to participate 
in two programs in which 
students learned about the 
first aid used in battle and 
care of wounded soldiers. This 
cross-curricular lesson will 
strengthen understanding in 
two subject areas. 

Our 10th grade Global History 
classes will once again attend 
the Teen Symposium on the 
Holocaust in early May. At this 
event our students will have 
the opportunity to listen to and 
speak with Holocaust survi-
vors. This opportunity will al-
low students to connect a face 
and voice of one of the most 
horrific acts in history to the 
lessons learned in class. The 
experience of speaking with 
Holocaust survivors are limited 
due to their advanced age. I 
am thankful our teachers are 
willing to arrange this experi-
ence while it is still available. 

Our Government students 
will take part in Law Day at 
the Sullivan County Court-
house. This national event, 

which was established by 
President Eisenhower in 1958, 
celebrates the role of law 
in our society and provides 
students the opportunity to 
cultivate a deeper understand-
ing of the legal profession. 
The theme for 2017 is The 
14th Amendment: Transform-
ing American Democracy. This 
amendment is the cornerstone 
of all civil rights laws and 
equality under the law. 

For the first time in SW 
history our Junior High Band 
students will have the op-
portunity to attend NYSSMA 
as a full band. The event, 
at Kingston HS, will allow 
the entire band to perform 
for expert adjudicators. The 
students will receive a rating 
as well as comments identify-
ing areas of success and areas 
in need of improvement. This 
experience for our young 
musicians will build upon the 
strong founda-
tion created in 
the elementary 
school, as well 
as prepare 

them for continued success in 
the high school. 

These are only a few ex-
amples of the lessons and 
opportunities designed to 
deepen student interest and 
understanding. I am thankful 
to our teachers for taking the 
time to plan such events and 
the support they receive by 
our district and community. 
I look forward to the future 
and what our teachers have 
planned for our students.

Succeed. 

Mark Plescia

sullivan WesT high school’s ToP Ten senioRs 
class oF 2017

We are proud to announce the following students have 
achieved grades high enough to be honored as Top Ten at 
Sullivan West. They are – in alphabetical order: Farrah Flynn, 
Ayden Gann, Jackson Haberli, Bridget Hart, Mya Landers 
(Valedictorian), Carson Mannino, Kristen McAndrew, Nathan 
Mills, Ryan Rydell and Aidan Sensiba (Salutatorian). A con-
gratulatory breakfast was held on Tuesday, April 4th, with their 
families and the high school staff in attendance. 

musical PRoducTion cluB 
“The addams Family” 

The cast and crew of the 
Musical Production Club 
would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone 
who came out and sup-
ported their production of 
The Addams Family held 
from March 10th-12th. The 
play was packed all three 
performances! 

coloR WaRs 2017!!
Sponsored by the Junior Class each year, Color Wars is the 

highlight of the school year for grades 9-12. Each class has a 
different color for the day - green 
(Freshmen), yellow (Sophomores), 
blue (Juniors) or red (Seniors). 
For weeks (minus snow days!), 
classes worked on making ban-
ners, planning skits, decorating 
the class cake, and practice for the 
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widely-anticipated 
lip synch skits. 
The first event of 
the evening is the 
obstacle course in 
which each team 
member must hop 
scotch, jump rope 
10 times, throw a 
football through a 
hula hoop, crawl 
through a tunnel, 
scooter around ob-
stacles, and finally 
make a goal with 
the hockey puck. 
In the basketball 
shoot out, a team 
from each class 
tries to make as 
many free throws 
as possible. This 
year the game of 
Hungry Hippos® 
was added. One 
team member is 
pushed out to the 
center where  
s/he collects the 
class colored balls 
or balloons and 
is then dragged 
back to the team. 
The team who 
collects the most 
team colors wins. 
Dodgeball is seri-
ous with each side 
trying to “take you 
out!” You remem-
ber crab soccer 
with the big ball 
– it is comprised 
of two teams 
against each other. 
Competitors in 
the Gummy Bear® 
Toss lob gummies 
to their partners 
who much catch 

the gummy with their mouth and then spit the bear into a cup. 
Each class creates a class cake, meticulously decorated by class 
members along with a class banner –which is proudly dis-
played in the gym during the competitions. The final competi-
tion is the lip synch skit. Freshmen performed with their theme 
of Swamp, followed by the Sophomores with The Grammys 
– We Dream in Gold, trailed by the Juniors with Smurfs® and 
last but not least the Seniors with Grease. 

Winners from each category:
Obstacle Course – Juniors 
Shoot Out – Freshmen
Dodgeball – Juniors 
Hungry Hippos – Seniors
Crab Soccer – Juniors
Tug of War – Freshmen 
Gummy Bear Toss – Seniors
Cake Decorating – Juniors
Class Banner – Juniors
Lip Synch – Sophomores 
OVERALL WINNERS – Seniors 
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class oF 2017 communiTy seRvice PRojecTs 
Looking for an introduction for the community service proj-

ects, I came across this from Amanda Murns’ senior project 
and decided it was perfect: “Community is by definition a 
social group of any size that shares locality, government and 
heritage. By serving one’s community, one will earn not only 
a profound sense of self-gratification but life skills that can-
not be bought or found elsewhere. One can learn hidden 
talents about themselves, how to solve problems in the face of 
adversity and work together with different people and differ-
ent opinions on how to accomplish a specific task.” If you’ve 
never served your community or your fellow man in some 
way, you are missing out on something that will make you feel 
warm and fuzzy – and needed. Try it.

Amanda Murns came to love 
sewing ever since she made her 
first dress with her grandmother. 
She enjoys every aspect of the 
craft, from the designing, to pattern 
making, to sewing the final piece. 
The focus of her project was help-
ing out in Mrs. Ruggles’ Home and 
Careers room. Amanda had always 
wanted to become familiar with 
different types of sewing machines, 
so she decided to service the ones 
in Mrs. Ruggles’ class by checking 
the bobbins, pedals and thread-

ing all the machines and in general making sure they were in 
working order. Amanda also decided to assist Mrs. Ruggles 
by helping her prepare for her daily classes. She assisted by 
emptying the dishwashers, chopping vegetables, and other 
prepping. Amanda also took on the project of repairing the old 
school flag which was ripped and fraying. The corner needed 
patching and she hand sewed the patch and all the rips in the 

flag. 

Nicholas Mastrella is design-
ing his own Jeopardy® game to be 
played at the August 1st National 
Night Out event at the Delaware 
Youth Center. The game will feature 
questions about drugs, alcohol and 
other topics relating to the Na-
tional Night Out’s goal to spread 
awareness about substance abuse. 
He hopes to see you at his game 
booth! Picture-Nick Mastrella

Katlyn Meyer volunteered with 
the Ride2Survive local cancer 

organization. “The great thing about working with Mrs. Ellison 
is that one day I would love to be an oncology nurse just like 
she is. She is one of the most loving, compassionate and caring 
people I have ever met.” The first project Katlyn worked on 
was a seating chart for over 500 people attending the Annual 
Ride2Survive dinner at the Villa Roma that was held last No-
vember. Katlyn decorated table favors of jams by tying ribbons 
around the jars and applying stickers. On the evening of the 
event Katlyn signed in all of the attendees and directed them 

to the raffles, and coat check. She was in charge of distributing 
the 50+ baskets to the winners after the raffles were drawn. 
Katlyn is grateful to have had this experience as her senior 
project.

Bradley Erdman decided to give back to the Red Dogs 
because he started playing football for them in second grade. 
“Playing for the Red Dogs helped me learn so much about 
football. I learned the rules and fundamentals of the game at 
a young age. I learned 
how to be a team player 
– you won as a team 
and you lost as a team. 
You learned how to be a 
good sportsman on and 
off the field.” During 
his community service, 
Brad helped in the con-
cession stand and did 
the chains for several 
games. He also helped clean up the field after the games. Brad 
enjoyed getting to know the younger players – they told him 
when they got their first touchdowns, favorite games and even 
worst games. He thinks he might like to coach sometime in the 
future.

Danielle Brockner volunteered at the Pets Alive animal shel-
ter in Middletown. Danielle loves 
animals “beyond compare and I 
love being able to be part of finding 
these furry friends a forever home.” 
Pets Alive is a “no kill” shelter – they 
never turn away an animal and 
keep them until they find a good 
home. Danielle attended an orien-
tation which showed the volunteers 
how to handle all the different dogs. 
There were certain color codes for 
each dog – green means “no bag-
gage” and yellow “issues” and red 
“aggressive.” If you go online, you 
will see there are about 200 dogs 

for adoption. Danielle walked dogs on a long trail that the 
shelter created going through the woods – then off to a fenced 
in area where the dogs could be let off their leashes. “It was 
always such a good feeling playing with the pups and seeing 
how excited they were to be free.” 

Farrah Flynn raised money for the 1st Way Life Center in 
Monticello with a baby bottle collection through her church 
in Obernburg. She chose the center 
for this project as her church had this 
fundraiser for them in the past. Unfortu-
nately, that project stopped, but the angel 
tree for gifts project through the youth 
group continues to be held yearly. Farrah 
presented her project to the parishioners, 
who were very receptive to reinstating the 
baby bottles fundraiser. Approximately 
60 parishioners took empty baby bottles 
and filled them up with change and bills. 
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Farrah rolled all the coins – about a 10-hour project, collect-
ing over $1000 for the center! All the money went towards 
buying diapers, clothes and beds for the center. The director of 
1st Way Life Center wrote this about Farrah, “You are a delight 
to know and a renewal of faith in our younger generation.” 
Picture-Baby Bottle Fundraiser

Bridget Hart, St. George’s Sunday School classrooms needed 
sprucing up. According to Bridget, “Ever since I went there as a 
young child, the place has never changed. Yellow walls, green 
floors, featuring dust bunnies and even a few spiders.” Bridget 
has volunteered as a Sunday school teacher since last year. For 
her senior project, she decided to make the room a happier 
and cleaner place for her students. She started by washing the 
walls and getting all the cobwebs off the ceiling, dusting the 
furniture, and reorganizing the shelves. Bridget also painted 
the classroom chairs and table to freshen them up. She also 
created a chalk board and hung up pictures made by the 
Sunday school students. “I made what was a space filled with 
clutter into an area filled with joy. The room is now brighter 
and more organized and there is a story area with a carpet.” 

Arly Marin-Leon, When Jeffersonville held its hot air balloon 
festival in October, Arly was right there helping Mrs. Boden-
stein with handing out free balloons and pinwheels to children 
who attended, as well as selling 
t-shirts. She learned a few interest-
ing facts about hot air balloons such 
as: 7,000 basketballs can fit in one 
hot air balloon and it takes about 20 
minutes to fill a balloon. 

Arly is also helping out in the high 
school by tutoring band students 
improve their tempo. She has a 
variety of ways to teach tempo such 
as the “copy cat” game. Arly will 
play first and then the student must 

play the exact notes. Another technique is having the student 
play the music while she claps or counts the beat.

Alex Reimer “My father and grandfather were both firemen 
and that inspired me to want to join. My grandfather’s service 
plaques are the wall at this house – he served for over 50 
years and was a past chief.” Alex helped clean the trucks and 
cycle the old water out of the tank at a pond and pumped in 
new water. Alex has since joined the fire house and goes to 
meetings each Thursday. He will be taking the Firefighter One 
course soon. 

Anissa Bauernfeind started off by volunteering with the Jef-
fersonville Ambulance Corps to get ready for the Thanksgiving 
parade. She helped decorate the fire truck (so many lights to 
test)! Anissa also helped clean and organize the inside of the 
building as well as wash fire trucks.

Sheraz Basit just recently put in 
his first day at the Senior Cen-
ter. He found himself assisting 
with needs, such as getting them 
water, and playing a rousing game 
of Bingo!

Jessica Siegel helping Mrs. 
Peters at the thrift store was a task 
geared in cleaning and organizing 
the children’s side – which was a 
huge project for Jessica. She said, 
“I didn’t know where to begin, but 
once I started organizing a shelf full of baby blankets, clean-
ing mode began to set in.” That became the pattern of her 
volunteering as the store constantly needed organizing and 
cleaning. One of the most difficult tasks was organizing the 
giant pile of puzzles.

nhs
National Honor Society is an organization in which you must be selected to join based on scholarship, leadership and service. 

Students are considered for NHS during the spring semester of their sophomore year. Students must remain in high academic 
standing and community service is required. Some of the community service hours were spent as follows: Jordan Kubenik, 
Heather Roeder, Arly Marin Leon, and McKinley Bernitt sold pret-
zels for the JACC during Oktoberfest; Jackson Haberli and Carson 
Mannino volunteered at the Delaware Youth Center for the River 
Race, and decorated for their annual Halloween party. Jackson also 
helped with the Hancock library’s book sale. Leizel Schlott, Kristen 
McAndrew, Ayden Gann, AJ Lumalcuri, Mya Landers, Farrah Flynn 
worked at the Annual Ride2Survive dinner at the Villa Roma in 
November. Breanna Dunwell volunteered at the Jeffersonville library 
for over 13 hours shelving books, filing and typing and helping with 
the book sale. Jordan Kubenik helped the WIC program appeal to 
families with children about ways their program can help them at 
home. Alex Schwalb refereed AYSO soccer games during the 2016 
fall season. Ryan Rydell helped at his church’s penny social; Jared 
Zaccari helped set up for the community screening in honor of 
Human Trafficking Awareness Month in January by gathering and 
organizing materials and providing technical support. Quinn Hofer and Alex Unser played in the band for the Dickens on the 
Delaware event in Callicoon. Hope Erlwein prepared centerpieces of fresh cut flowers and vases for St. George’s Church dinner, 
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as well as helping with flowers at the church’s entryway in the summer 
and fall. Aidan Sensiba helped the Basket Historical Society by typing up 
paper documents to be included in their newsletter and delivered Histori-
cal Society publications requested by members. Nathan Mills volunteered 
as a waiter for the Holy Cross Church’s pancake breakfast; Bridget Hart 
teaches Sunday School at St. George’s Church weekly. Michael Peters 
worked in a booth at his church’s bazaar and set up tables for the penny 
social and planted flowers in front of the church. Kelsey Farrell waitressed 
and cleaned off tables at the Lake Huntington Fire Company’s French 
toast breakfast in October. Amanda Fagin helped at the Dessin Animal 
Shelter washing laundry baskets and cat carriers, did laundry and sorted 

animal treats. As you can see, our students spend a lot of time 
volunteering in their local fire departments, churches and com-
munities. 

NHS Volleyball Tournament Raises $1200 for Ride2Survive! 
NHS members Jordan Kubenik, Quinn Hofer, AJ Lumalcuri and 
Hope Erlwein organized the very competitive tournament held 
on Friday, March 24th. Eight teams played in the tournament 
and the winners were the SROwner team with our own SRO 
Deputy Harb as a member. Mrs. Glorianne Ellison attended the 
tournament and accepted $1200 for the Ride2Survive cancer 
organization. Picture – NHS Volleyball Winners and Picture-
NHS-Spike out Cancer

sullivan WesT sadd helPs oTheRs
Sullivan West SADD, students against destructive decisions, 

is involved in a 
variety of activities 
including aware-
ness, preven-
tion, and healthy 
choices/alternatives. 
On March 24th, SW 
SADD sponsored 
a Random Acts of 
Kindness day at SW 
High School. The 
students kicked the 
event off by placing 
a kind note on ev-
ery locker the night 
before. 

In addi-
tion, SADD 
sponsors an 
after-prom 
trip to Great 
Adventure. 
This activ-
ity is held to 
encourage 

students to make responsible choices after the prom, which 
includes a good night’s sleep, so they can attend this fun-filled 
trip. This trip is available to anyone attending prom and all 

Sullivan West Juniors and Seniors. Each year this organization 
sponsors a 5K walk/run around Lake Huntington. Half of the 
money collected from this event is donated to the American 
Heart Association. This year’s Powder Fun Run/Walk will be 
held on May 20th. A Powder Fun Run is a lot like your aver-
age race...with one big difference! It’s brighter and more fun! 
Participants will get splashed with non-toxic and environmen-
tally friendly powder as they run through the mild, rolling hills 
of Lake Huntington.

sTudenT council volunTeeRs
HS Student Council members do a variety of projects which 

involve volunteering. They sponsor Hat Day once a month 
benefitting the Ride2Survive and hold three blood drives 
during the year. Many times, students give blood their very 
first time through the school and that may set them up for a 
lifetime of donating. The next blood drive is scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 25th from 2:30-7:30 in the Lake Huntington 
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campus cafeteria. Please help us make this a success by giving 
blood. You may call the Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767 or on-
line at redcrossblood.org to make an appointment. Another 
community service project, which yields money for student 
council projects, the Spring Clothing Drive is now underway 
from April 18th through May 25th. The collection bin is located 
by the high school visitor’s circle. We are collecting clothing, 
shoes, accessories such as pocketbooks, backpacks, blankets, 
sheets, tablecloths, towels, bicycles, baby accessories and 
gear and soft toys. We appreciate the Kratz family donating 
use of a storage unit during our collection period. If you have 
any questions about the drive, please call Mrs. Molusky in the 
school’s Main Office at 932-8401 ext. 1101. Check out the 
website for more information.

junioR high sTudenTs volunTeeR Too -  
“a good Read” on communiTy seRvice

The Fifth Annual Children’s Book Drive was held last month 
at the Lake Huntington Campus. Seventh and eighth grade 
homerooms collected 863 books to donate to children and 
families throughout the county. The Healthy Families Program 
was excited to receive this donation. Eleven percent of resi-
dents of our county are under the age of five. Eighteen percent 
of families live below the poverty line. This book drive will 

allow families to access hundreds of books and give children 
the opportunity to enjoy the benefits that reading and literacy 
provide. Mr. Henke’s eighth grade homeroom students were 
the most enthusiastic contributors and collected 86 books. We 
thank the junior high homerooms for their contributions! Spe-
cial thanks goes out to Sofia Seidl, Gabby Cohen, Samantha 
Everett, Paige Parucki, and Ryan Joyce-Turner for volunteering 
during several lunch periods to organize and pack the books! 

naTional honoR socieTy neW inducTees

National Honor Society held their induction dinner and cer-
emony on Thursday, March 30th in the high school’s cafeteria 
and auditorium. After a delicious dinner prepared by our own 
cafeteria staff, the members, inductees and family members 
adjourned to the auditorium for the presentation. Each in-
ductee had a current member of NHS speak on their behalf. 
As in the past, current NHS members introduced new induct-

ees to the audience. Some of the words used to describe the 
new inductees included “effective leader, valuable member, 
hard worker, 
well-rounded, 
role model, 
and engaged in 
many activities 
and commu-
nity services.” 
Congratulations 
to the following 
new National 
Honor Soci-
ety members: 
Victoria Arnold, 

Caitlin Brockner, Uma Bullock, Emily Gaebel, Tallula Gann, 
Collin Hauschild, Joseph Joyce-Turner, Jenna Kratz, Kendra 
LaBagh, Josephine Martinez, Sabrina Martinez, Isabel Near-
ing, Chanlyn O’Sullivan, Toby Santoro, Camille Sensiba, Kara 
Spath, Karlee Spath, Allison Unser and Jared Zaccari.

losT and noT Found
Have you ever lost your glasses or your car keys and never 

found them? Perhaps they are in this picture in the SW 

high school lost and NOT found. Contact the Main Office 
at 932-8401 ext. 1101 if you recognize any of these items. 
Otherwise, they will be donated or thrown away at the end 
of the year.
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